
anti-
terrorism measures and would be derelict if we were not doing so. The Department ’s
deliberations are always undertaken with the strongest commitment to our Constitution and civil
liberties.

With respect, your allegation that the Department’s statement, explaining that the new
draft bill is still being discussed at the staff level, is “blatantly false” is based on a lack of
understanding of the Department of Justice “Control Sheet.” This is a document used to track
the circulation of information internally. The Speaker of the House and Vice President of the
United States would be the ultimate recipients of any Department draft proposal that may
eventually be approved within the Justice Department and the Administration and transmitted to
Congress, via a cover letter to the Speaker and Vice President. Your claim that a copy was sent
to the Speaker and the Vice President on January 10, 2003 is simply not accurate. As has been
previously stated by the Department of Justice, “Department staff have not presented any final
proposals to either the Attorney General or the White House. ” Nor have any proposals been
presented to the Speaker of the House or the Vice President. We would also note that the
Speaker’s office has clearly stated to the press that they had not yet received any such legislative
proposal from the Department of Justice.

10,2003, concerning your views on the
Department’s handling of antiterrorism policy. An identical response will be sent to
Congressman Scott and Congresswoman Jackson Lee.

As you are aware, the President expects all his cabinet departments that are involved in
homeland security, including the Department of Justice, to make sure that they are doing
everything they can to protect the American people. We take that responsibility very seriously,
and to fulfill that mandate, attorneys in the Department of Justice routinely discuss additional
tools that may be needed to protect the American people. We are continually considering 
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The Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20.5 15

Dear Congressman Conyers:

This responds to your letter dated February 

Offke of Legislative Affairs

U. S. Department of Justice



cc: The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner
Chairman
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In our role in the fight against terrorism, we will continue to discuss ideas and proposals
that would strengthen the government ’s hand against acts that undermine our liberty and
freedom. We appreciate your interest in these important matters, and look forward to working
with you in the fight against terrorism. Please do not hesitate to contact us again if the
Department can be of assistance in the future.

Sincerely,

Acting Assistant Attorney General


